
Historical
Council

D
ES

M
U

N
 X



BACKGROUND GUIDE 
HISTORICAL COUNCIL

 
Editorial Staff:

Laura de Brigard (President)
María Andrea Roncancio (Vicepresident)

Nicolás Ordóñez-Reyes (Secretario General DESMUN I)
 

Review:
Jorge Mancera (Academic Director)

Daniel Bogoya (General Secretary DESMUN X)



TABLE OF CONTENTS

    I.      Welcome message from the General Secretary                   
 

    II.      Introduction to the committee                                                                       
 

    III.    Topic 1: Gun Control in the USA after Columbine massacre                       
 

    IV.    Topic 2: ISIS attack in Paris 2015                                                                 
 

    V.     QARMAS topic 1

    VI.    QARMAS topic 2

   VIII.  Cybergraphy                                                                      

4          
 

5
 

6
                   
7                    

 
8

8

9



WELCOME MESSAGE FROM THE GENERAL SECRETARY

Daniel Bogoya M.Respected delegates, 
 

Welcome to DESMUN's ten-year anniversary. 

I congratulate you for taking the courage to be part of this diplomatic journey and I share with you my
indescribable pleasure in counting on your support for the correct edification of this model of the United
Nations. It is up to us, as students interested in public affairs, to be role models for the observers around
us: we have the primary mission of demonstrating to our country the importance of youth participation
in international issues, through intelligent argumentation, diplomacy worthy of respect and a sensible
understanding of global issues. We are proud to know that you have chosen this space to demonstrate
your abilities and to enhance your motivation to achieve new accomplishments. Likewise, I propose that
we deeply welcome the good actions of our leaders and, at the same time, vehemently disagree with
their bad actions, so that we can be the example of how our leaders should behave: we cannot repeat
their mistakes, but we must propose, with our conduct, the appropriate performance that should be
imitated in high positions. On the other hand, I warmly thank the Board of Directors for having formed
a solid base for our model; now it is you, dear delegates, who are responsible for closing this tenth
anniversary of DESMUN on a high note, representing your positions in an excellent manner and
proposing responsible solutions to the various world conflicts. Courage in your preparation, strength in
your debate and much enthusiasm in this activity.  

 
Finally, I invite you to work tirelessly in our struggle for the political empowerment and argumentative

education of youth. It will be these aspects that will guarantee the correct evolution of our analytical
society. 

 
Welcome to the Historical Council where you will have the beautiful opportunity to go back in time and
raise the most appropriate solutions that our leaders should have taken in the past. You can count on our

permanent support so that together we can build an excellent debate. 
 

Daniel Bogoya M. 
 

General Secretary DESMUN X. 



The Historical Council is the only committee of the entire DESMUN model that does not
debate on a current issue, which is precisely what its name expresses: history. As it is
already known, the committees in DESMUN are made with the purpose of finding a
solution to some world problem now, but in the historical council we will go to the past
and we will discuss to solve one of the most emblematic problems of history. This is
carried out with the purpose of correcting mistakes that may have been made with
decisions taken at the time, to have a better future. Thanks to this, the Historical Council
can discuss any topic, be it economic, social, health, education, the important thing is
simply that it is an event that impacted the history of the world. It will have to be taken
into account that when we say that we are going to the past is in a literal way that is why
each delegation will have to speak as if they were in the time agreed by the chair, that is to
say that all the information collected for use during the debate will have to be at most until
the agreed date, all information after this date will not be taken into account and the
delegation will have a warning for not following the rules of the committee. It goes
without saying that this year the committee will be held in English, so it is mandatory for
each delegate to always speak English with the appropriate language. 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE COMITTEE



 
Gun legislation in the United States has a very long history, beginning in year 1791, in the second
amendment of the U.S constitution where it sates "A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to the
security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed"
(Madison, 1791). In year 1871 the national Rifle Association was created to defend the already
mentioned second amendment interpreted for civil gun ownership. More than 70 years later some
measurements like taxes, paperwork and Licenses are imposed to control the buying of firearms.
Gun control became a much bigger debate on 22. November 1963 after the assassination of the
president J.F. Kennedy, at that time people started questioning what kind of people were allowed
to own guns.  But in 1988 the firearms owner’s protectionist eases measurements on gun sellers. 
By 1999, a background check was needed for unlicensed buyers, people convicted of any non-
business-related felony, those considered mentally incompetent, and users of illegal drugs were not
allowed to buy firearms, additional to this, there was a five-day waiting period before buyers could
acquire their gun. It was also prohibited to have a gun within 1000 ft from schools and it was illegal
for juveniles to buy or possess guns. In that same year 11.000 people died because of gun violence,
and in that year took place the massacre of columbine in which 18-year-old Eric Harris and 17-
year-old Dylan Klebold seniors of the Columbine Highschool in Littleton, Colorado killed 12
students,1 teacher, injured 21 other people and committed suicide, using homemade bombs and
firearms. The police did not intervene during the shooting and their bad reaction was heavily
criticized. 
It is believed that the guns that they used were all legally purchased at stores and gun shows and
some of the bullets were bought on the Littleton Kmart. Some witnesses stated that the murders
were racially and religiously related, that the shooters asked who believed in God before shooting
and a witness declared that an Afro-American kid was murdered because of his skin color. 
The day of the massacre the US government dropped more bombs on Kosovo than they had ever
dropped in that war, there is the question if the violent behaviors of the US government had an
influence on the shooters.
 Even after the massacre only 29% of American believed that citizens should not be allowed to own
guns. And only 10 days later despite the protests of parents claiming the rights of their assassinated
children on the streets, there were already meetings of the National Rifle Association, where
Charlton Heston (president of the National Rifle Association) gave pro-gun speeches. In this
committee we are going to discuss about the regulations that will be imposed right after the
shooting, considering a law to ban civil gun ownership.
 

TOPIC 1: GUN CONTROL IN THE USA AFTER COLUMBINE
MASSACRE



TOPIC 2: ISIS ATTACK IN 2015

The Islamic State, better known as ISIS, is an outlawed group, which is fundamentalist,
jihadist and Wahhabi by nature. This group has become known over the years for its attacks
against civilians around the world. The most emblematic attack carried out by ISIS is the
attack in Paris in 2015. It was based on 8 attacks in different parts of Paris within minutes of
each other. The attack was carried out in two hours, it was done in very crowded parts of
Paris, between concerts and popular food places. The terrorists used various types of weapons
including bomb belts, killing 137 people, and injuring so many that the exact number was
unknown, but it was around 415 people. Shortly thereafter France declared a state of
emergency to close its borders and clarified that such an event had not occurred since World
War II. There were eight attackers, three of them died, while the others were captured by the
police. This aggression is not only emblematic because of the brutality with which it was
committed, but also because it took place in one of the two most disputed countries with
different Arab countries, namely France. France has never had a good relationship with these
countries because after France and England promised a great Arabian nation, they did not
keep their word, and this made the relationship between countries to be ruined. After taking
the history of these two communities into account, it is time to think if the actions of ISIS are
bad or can be defended as a justice before France. Therefore, this committee will sit down to
discuss on what is the solution to this attack, this will be based on December 20, 2015, that is
33 days after the attack. The committee will be divided by country so that each delegate will
discuss based on his or her assigned country who is to blame for the attack: the outlawed
group ISIS or France.   



QARMAS

TOPIC 1
 

• Should USA gun culture be eradicated? 

• Does media play a role in gun violence?

• Does US violent History play a role in gun violence?

• What restrictions should be imposed on gun buyers?

• Is a total prohibition of civil gun owning possible?

• Why is the second amendment important in this conflict?

• What influence does gun violence have in US homicide rate and criminality rate?

• What role does the National Rifle Association (NRA) play in this conflict?
 

TOPIC 2 
 

· What did France do to fight the war in Syria? 

· What is operation Chammal? 

· What was agreed at the San Remo conference? 

· What is the meaning of borders made "with pencil and ruler"?

· What was the effect of the decision of the "Nationless States"?
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